Study of cell surface antigens induced by herpes simplex virus. Note I. Identification of the antigens by means of protein A-containing staphylococci.
A rapid, easy-to-perform and specific technique for the visualization of herpes simplex virus (HSV)-induced cell surface antigens is described. The technique consists in the incubation of HSV-infected cells with hyperimmune HSV antiserum and formation of rosettes with FITC-labelled Cowan strain staphylococci containing protein A. The "nonspecific background" of the reaction can be estimated by comparison with the rate of bacteria binding by control cells not incubated with HSV antiserum.